The study of the history of the English language in the Northern half of the American continent has become one of the most vivid fields of linguistic research in recent years. The recent publication of two volumes (by J.L. Dillard and R. Lass) thát, for the first time, try to give a complete view of the origins and development of what has come to be known as early American and Canadian English, has permitted a systematization of the abundant, but extremely scattered and heterogeneus, bibliography published by scholars from the field of diachronic linguistics and, much more frequently, dialectology.
